
Shays trailed his Democratic challenger, for-
mer investment banker Jim Himes, 48 per-
cent to 45 percent. 

But Shays was running far ahead of Sen.
John McCain (Ariz.), the Republican pres-
idential nominee. In the
4th district, Sen. Barack
Obama (D-Ill.) led McCain
59 percent to 37 percent.
And it is that Democrat-
ic surge that could prove
fatal to Shays.

The poll of 602 likely
voters had a margin of er-
ror of 4 points.

Shays, one of just eight Republicans rep-
resenting House districts that Sen. John Ker-
ry (D-Mass.) won in the 2004 White House
election, is no stranger to tough races in dif-
ficult political environments. But he has al-
ways managed to swim against the tide.

He beat Westport First Selectwoman Di-
ane Farrell (D) by 3 points in 2006, despite
it being a terrible year for Republicans na-
tionwide. In 2004, he beat Farrell by 4
points, even as Kerry was winning the dis-
trict by 6 points. In 2000, Shays took 58
percent of the vote as Al Gore (D) won the
district by 10 points in the presidential race.

But Obama’s 22-point lead over McCain
in the district is unprecedented, and if it holds,
could validate the Democrats’claim that the
demographics of the district are changing

sufficiently to put Himes over the top.
Obama not only took 88 percent of the De-

mocratic vote in the Roll Call poll, but he led
McCain among independents 53 percent to
39 percent and even racked up one-quarter 
of the Republican vote. While the district is
generally affluent, it has some urban pock-
ets, and Obama presumably ran well there,
taking 77 percent of the black vote and 71
percent of the Latino vote.

Democratic strategists have suggested
that Himes, because of his charitable work
in urban centers such as Bridgeport, is
uniquely equipped to benefit from a high
turnout of minority voters who are attracted
to Obama’s candidacy.

During his 11 terms in Congress, Shays
has thrived by emphasizing his political in-
dependence, and it appears to be moderate
and independent voters who are keeping
him close to Himes. In the Roll Call poll,
Shays led among independent voters 46 per-
cent to 42 percent. Self-described moder-
ates broke in Himes’direction 48 percent to
45 percent — an exact match of the dis-
trictwide totals. Obama, by contrast, had a
26-point lead over McCain among self-
described moderates.

In another sign of how toxic the political
environment is for Republicans — and the
challenges Shays faces — President Bush’s
job-approval rating in the 4th district,
where his father grew up, was just 20 per-
cent. Asked which party is best equipped

to manage the nation’s faltering economy,
voters chose Democrats by a 20-point mar-
gin.

Congress’approval rating was a dismal 13
percent, but Shays’ overall favorability rat-
ings were fairly strong. Forty-three percent
of the survey’s respondents said they had a
favorable view of the Congressman, while
32 percent said they had an unfavorable
view.

Himes’ favorable-to-unfavorable ratings
were 39 percent to 22 percent. Himes was
clearly less well-known than the incumbent:
40 percent of those surveyed said they were
neutral on the challenger or had no opinion.
Just 26 percent said they were neutral or had
no opinion on Shays.

In a district that is covered primarily by

the uber-expensive New York City media
market, the race is expected to be one of the
costliest in the country. Although neither
Shays nor Himes had submitted their third-
quarter fundraising reports to the Federal
Election Commission by Roll Call’s press
time Wednesday evening, Shays had almost
$1.7 million on hand on June 30, and Himes
had more than $1.2 million in his campaign
account on July 23. Additionally, the Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Committee
had spent $798,000 on the race through
Tuesday, according to independent expen-
diture reports.

Shays and Farrell spent a combined $6.7
million on their race in 2006, and both par-
ties’campaign committees also played heav-
ily in the district.
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Poll: Shays Continues
Run of Close Races 

who is the only candidate running in a ma-
jority Democratic-leaning district not on the
DCCC’s “Red to Blue” list of promising
candidates. 

In a tough environment for Republicans
such as this cycle, Dent and Gerlach are run-
ning aggressive campaigns that might be ex-
pected of candidates who have narrowly sur-
vived re-election bids.

In 2004, Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) car-
ried the presidential contest in the 15th dis-
trict by about 700 votes. Dent campaign
manager Shawn Millan acknowledged that
it’s a tough district for Republicans to win. 

“It’s not an opponent that we’re cam-
paigning against. ... It’s a Kerry district,”
Millan said. “It’s more a registration situa-
tion that we’re working against. He’s trying
to get every vote he could possibly get.”

Most recently, Bennett’s campaign asked
a local television station to remove her words
from a taped television debate before the
program aired. In the debate, Bennett incor-
rectly named two local banks that she
thought were failing — comments that could
have consequences with the bank’s investors
if aired. 

In response to the removed comments,
which were made inaudible when the debate
aired, Dent held a conference call during
which he attacked Bennett for running a
“fact-free” campaign. 

“I’m pretty sure there are no other candi-
dates on the Red to Blue list who had a warn-
ing before a debate that there are inaccurate
statements that follow,” Millan said. 

Public polling for the race has been scarce,
but national Democrats are not yet willing
to back up their rhetoric with cash in the 15th
district. Although Bennett is on the Red to

Blue list, the committee’s independent ex-
penditure arm has not put a dime into the
district so far. 

Bennett campaign manager Josh Levin
said the 15th district contest would be a late-
breaking race. Though the national party
might not be investing in the race yet, Demo-
cratic presidential nominee Sen. Barack Oba-
ma’s (Ill.) resources in the region are proof
that Democrats are interested, Levin said. 

“I think that certainly the Obama cam-
paign is putting a lot of time and effort in the
area,” Levin said. “We’ve worked with
them, to the extent that we’re able ... to bring

out more new voters, more Democrats, more
students, more people who are worried
about losing their homes. I think if you were
on the ground here you’d see that there’s a
substantial investment by the Obama camp
and our campaign.”

Obama is expected to do well in the re-
gion, but it’s unlikely that there will be
enough downballot votes for Bennett to ride
his coattails to Congress.

By comparison, Gerlach holds an even
more Democratic-friendly district, which
Kerry won with 51 percent of the vote in 2004. 

“You know, the interesting thing is whoev-

er our opponent is does not change the way
the Congressman campaigns,” said Gerlach’s
political director, Mark Campbell. “He has has
a ridiculous busy schedule with meetings, of-
ficial meetings and also his campaign visits.”

Even if GOP presidential nominee Sen.
John McCain (Ariz.) trails Obama slightly in
the suburban Philadelphia district, McCain 
will still be better for Gerlach than some of
the names that have topped his ticket in past
cycles. In 2006, Gerlach ran 10 points ahead
of defeated Sen. Rick Santorum (R-Pa.) and
17 points ahead of the GOP gubernatorial
nominee, according to Campbell. 

“It’s fascinating to note that the blind 
rabbi running against [New Jersey Republi-
can Rep.] Scott Garrett is on Red to Blue,
but Bob Roggio is not,” Campbell said.
“He’s just been recognized as an awful, aw-
ful candidate.”

Roggio’s campaign manager, Liz Conroy,
downplayed that Roggio has not been added
to Red to Blue. 

“I wouldn’t categorize it as disappoint-
ing,” Conroy said. “Regardless of what the
national party is doing, we have a serious
chance to win here.”

Roggio had $216,000 in the bank at the end
of September to challenge Gerlach, who had
$700,000. Conroy pointed out that Democ-
rats have increased their voter-registration ad-
vantage over Republicans to at least 12,000.
Conroy also said that there has been no non-
partisan polling in the district since June,
which is also the last time the Roggio cam-
paign surveyed the district. 

A Gerlach poll from Aug. 19-21 of 400 like-
ly voters gave the Congressman a 28-point 
advantage over Roggio. The Public Opinion
Strategies poll had an error margin of 4.9
points. 
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Dent, Gerlach Sidestep DCCC’s Targeted Spending 
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Reps. Jim Gerlach (left) and Charlie Dent have weathered tough re-election bids,
but this year the DCCC hasn’t spent any money to oust them. 

Shays: Against the Wind
A SurveyUSA poll conducted exclusively for Roll Call found that while Rep.
Christopher Shays (R-Conn.) is trailing his Democratic challenger, Jim Himes, he
is running close — and is far outpacing Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) in the subur-
ban district. The automated poll of 602 likely voters was taken Oct. 13-14 and had
a 4-point margin of error.

Congressional race All voters Democrats Republicans Independents

Jim Himes (D) 48% 75% 15% 42%

Rep. Christopher Shays (R) 45 20 79 46

Richard Duffee (G) 2 2 1 3

Michael Anthony Carrano (L)  2 1 3 4

Undecided 3 3 1 4

Presidential race

Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) 59% 88% 25% 53%

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) 37 10 72 39

Other 2 0 2 5

Undecided 2 2 2 3 

Himes


