
— is likely to be a tossup all the way to Elec-
tion Day.

Polls can be controversial, and some of
Roll Call’s were no exception. Three of the
eight polls brought swift reactions from
campaigns and political operatives who dis-
agreed with the results.

After Roll Call published its poll showing
Carney with a 4-point lead over business-
man Chris Hackett (R), Carney’s campaign

released a recent poll showing the incum-
bent with a 2-1 advantage.

When Roll Call showed Diaz-Balart
trailing former Hialeah Mayor Raul Mar-
tinez (D) by 2 points despite the Republi-
can lean of his Miami-area district, the
Congressman’s campaign blasted the 
SurveyUSA poll for interviewing too
many Democrats. It also released its own
poll from June that showed Diaz-Balart
with a healthy lead.

But the most notable outcry came from
several Democratic strategists who blasted

Roll Call’s poll on Alabama’s 2nd district,
which showed state Rep. Jay Love (R) with
a 17-point lead over Montgomery Mayor
Bobby Bright (D) in the race to replace re-
tiring Rep. Terry Everett (R). Their chief
complaint: The poll’s sample size of
African-American voters — found in the
Roll Call poll to be 16 percent of the elec-
torate — was too small in a district where
blacks represent more than 29 percent of the
population, particularly in a year when the
presidential candidacy of Sen. Barack 
Obama (D-Ill.) is expected to produce a 
larger-than-usual black turnout.

Democratic polls on the race that have not
been made public show a much closer con-
test, and those polls assume a model using
higher African-American turnout. 

Asked to recrunch its polling numbers,
SurveyUSA calculated that if African-
American voters constitute 24 percent of the
district’s electorate, Love’s margin over
Bright would be 50 percent to 44 percent. If
blacks represented 27 percent of the elec-
torate, Love would lead 49 percent to 46 per-
cent. And if blacks were 30 percent of the
electorate, the contest would be tied, 47 per-
cent to 47 percent.

In much the same way that it’s possible to
get a grand jury to indict a ham sandwich,
as the old legal saying goes, it appears it’s
also possible to get a poll to say just about
anything.

But while partisans may have quarreled
with some of the results in the Roll Call polls,
some of the conclusions in the surveys were
universal and inescapable.

For starters, the job-approval rating for

Congress was shockingly low, ranging from
12 percent to 20 percent. President Bush’s
ratings were in the 30s in most of the polls.

The polls also found that voters are con-
cerned about the economy above all other
issues; nothing else was even close. They
also found that, despite the Republicans’

rhetoric about the necessity of drilling for
more oil, most voters prefer a Congression-
al candidate who advocates a variety of al-
ternative sources of energy.

Roll Call plans to poll several more Con-
gressional races between now and Election
Day.
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POLLS, from page 3

Democrats Fare Well in
Most of Roll Call’s Polls

In the race for an open seat
in Alabama’s 2nd district,
the identity of the favorite
candidate depends on what
expected turnout model for
black voters is applied by
the pollster.

Kansas’ 2nd 

Rep. Nancy Boyda (D) 50%

Lynn Jenkins (R) 43%

Others 5%

Undecided 2%
Poll of 620 likely voters taken Aug. 19-21, 

with a 4-point margin of error.

Colorado’s 4th 

Betsy Markey (D) 50%

Rep. Marilyn Musgrave (R) 43%

Undecided 7%
Poll of 618 likely voters taken Aug. 22-24, 

with a 4-point margin of error.

Pennsylvania’s 10th

Rep. Christopher Carney (D) 49%

Chris Hackett (R) 45%

Undecided 6%
Poll of 623 likely voters taken Aug. 23-25, 

with a 4-point margin of error.

Florida’s 21st

Raul Martinez (D) 48%

Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R) 46%

Undecided 6%
Poll of 632 likely voters taken Aug. 24-26, 

with a 4-point margin of error.

Minnesota’s 3rd

Erik Paulsen (R) 44%

Ashwin Madia (D) 41%

Other 10%

Undecided 6%
Poll of 636 likely voters taken Aug. 26-28, 

with a 4-point margin of error.

Alabama’s 2nd

Jay Love (R) 56%

Bobby Bright (D) 39%

Undecided 5%
Poll of 622 likely voters taken Aug. 26-28, 

with a 4-point margin of error.

New Mexico’s 1st

Martin Heinrich (D) 51%

Darren White (R) 46%

Undecided 3%
Poll of 631 likely voters taken Aug. 26-28, 

with a 4-point margin of error.

Missouri’s 9th

Blaine Luetkemeyer (R) 50%

Judy Baker (D) 38%

Other 10%

Undecided 2%
Poll of 634 likely voters taken Sept. 1-2, 

with a 4-point margin of error.

Mixed News for Republicans and Democrats 
In Roll Call Polls

Working with SurveyUSA, an automated polling firm, Roll Call sponsored polls in
eight competitive Congressional districts in the past two weeks. Here is a review of
the polls:

Although Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid (D-Nev.) has said he would like to bring
the energy package to the floor this month,
a leadership aide said it is unclear when he
would do so and in what form.

According to this aide, Reid will likely
meet with Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.) this week to discuss the legislation.
Before going ahead, Reid wants to feel out
the Republican leader on whether an agree-
ment can be struck to move the package sep-
arately or bundled with other energy issues,
including legislation on energy market
speculation or extending a set of energy tax
provisions that are set to expire.

Reid needs to “find out what they want
to move” before deciding when, and ex-
actly what, he will bring to the floor, the
aide said.

Although McConnell is unlikely to settle
on a course of action until after his Confer-
ence has a chance to meet this week, Repub-
licans said it is unlikely they will agree to
move a bill without the opportunity to amend
it — a condition that they have insisted on
during virtually every major policy debate
and something that has chaffed Reid consid-
erably.

Republicans, who have also used the en-
ergy issue to their political advantage this
summer, appeared hesitant to give up one of
the few winning issues they have this elec-
tion year, arguing that Democrats should
have agreed to a debate prior to the August
recess.

According to Nelson, during Gang of 10

talks, GOP leaders were “lukewarm to quite
cold to the idea” of a bipartisan deal and that
it is unclear whether they will support it now.

GOP aides acknowledged that action on
energy legislation should have begun earli-
er in the year and warned that Democrats
may simply be looking to try to railroad Re-
publicans into opposing the bill by refusing
to allow amendments.

“The Senate should have taken up energy
legislation weeks and weeks ago, but De-
mocrats have used parliamentary procedure
to stall,” one GOP leadership aide said.

“Reid may once again hint at a possible en-
ergy debate that includes plenty of amend-
ment opportunities and then back away at
the last minute while trying to blame the col-
lapse on Republicans.”

And, in a sign of the growing impact the
presidential race is having on the Senate, Re-
publicans last week already began invoking
the name of Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin — their
party’s vice presidential nominee — in their
energy talking points.

“Republican progress in the energy de-
bate and Gov. Palin’s close association with

the issue certainly have to concern Congres-
sional Democrats who know their energy
stance puts them at odds with most Ameri-
cans,” Senate Republican Conference
spokesman Ryan Loskarn said.

As for Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.), the De-
mocratic nominee, Nelson said he has dis-
cussed the bill with his camp and that while
he may not support every aspect of the leg-
islation, he favors moving it forward because
of its bipartisan support.

“While he may not agree with everything
in it, first he supports the fact that it’s bipar-
tisan, and secondly he can accept some
drilling if it’s part of a comprehensive ap-
proach,” Nelson said.

The draft bill would provide significant
funding to boost the development and pur-
chasing of energy-efficient vehicles, in-
cluding a $7,500 tax credit for the purchase
of a “new advanced-fuel and fuel-efficient
car or truck and up to $2,500 to upgrade
older vehicles,” according to a summary of
the bill. It would also invest $15 billion in
research and development efforts for effi-
cient car batteries and alternative-fuel tech-
nologies.

The bill would also include more than $3
billion in new investment in the develop-
ment of renewable energy sources such as
biofuels, solar and wind energy while ex-
panding drilling in the Gulf of Mexico. 

State legislatures in Virginia, the Caroli-
nas and Georgia would also be given the abil-
ity to lease drilling off their shores, and the
bill would formalize a 50-mile buffer zone
where new oil production is not allowed.

SENATE, from page 3

Reid, McConnell to Haggle Over Amendments 
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Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (left) is expected to meet with his minority
counterpart, Mitch McConnell, sometime this week over energy legislation.  


