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After the GOP’s stunning 2008 special
election loss in Mississippi’s Tupelo- and
Southaven-based 1st district, on
Wednesday the party took a big step to-

ward avoiding anoth-
er divisive regional
primary fight in the
Magnolia State. 

State Sen. Merle
Flowers, who hails
from Southaven and
was in Washington,
D.C., earlier this
month meeting with

National Republican Congressional
Committee officials, has decided to for-
go a Congressional bid. His decision
clears a major obstacle from the path of
state Sen. Alan Nunnelee (R), who is
from Tupelo and is now the clear favorite
of party leaders among the announced
candidates.

“My family and I made a decision that
at this particular time I would not be a
candidate,” Flowers said on Wednesday.
“We appreciate all the encouragement
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Texas Hold ’Em. An aide to Texas
Railroad Commission Chairman
Michael Williams (R) confirmed

that GOP consultant Matt Mackowiak
does not advise Williams’ Senate cam-
paign, after the former Senate staffer
made that claim last week. 

In announcing the launch of his new
firm, Potomac Strategy Group, Mack-
owiak said he counted Williams as a
client. Williams is running for the Sen-
ate seat that Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchi-
son (R-Texas) is expected to vacate to
run for governor, and Mackowiak is a
former press secretary for Hutchison.

But Williams campaign manager
Corbin Casteel said Wednesday that
Mackowiak is not working for the cam-
paign. Mackowiak was a volunteer host
for a young professionals event for
Williams. 

“He’s a friend, but he will not be
working on this campaign,” Casteel said. 

Mackowiak maintained that he was
never paid by the campaign and added
that he supports Williams’ candidacy.
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Rep. Brett
Guthrie (R)

1st term: 
Elected with 53%

Rep. John
Yarmuth (D)

2nd term: 
Elected with 59%

Rep. Geoff
Davis (R)

3rd term: 
Elected with 63%

Rep. Brad
Ellsworth (D)

2nd term: 
Elected with 65%

Rep. Baron Hill
(D)

2nd term*: 
Elected with 58%

Rep. Steve
Driehaus (D)

1st term: 
Elected with 52%

Rep. Charlie
Wilson (D)

2nd term: 
Elected with 62%

Rep. Zack
Space (D)

2nd term: 
Elected with 60%

Rep. Alan
Mollohan (D)

14th term: 
Unchallenged
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* Hill previously served three terms.
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