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By Matthew Murray
ROLL CALL STAFF

The Supreme Court’s decision last week 
to throw out the “Millionaires’Amendment”
of campaign finance law is leaving dozens
of campaigns involving wealthy House can-
didates wondering what the rulingmeans not
just for their campaign coffers, but for their
fundraising strategies. 

In a 5-4 decision Thursday, the Supreme
Court sided with wealthy House candidate
Jack Davis (D), whose lawyers argued that
the law trampled his First Amendment
rights. The Buffalo-area factory owner, who
spent millions of dollars taking on Rep. Tom
Reynolds (R-N.Y.) twice, filed court papers
two years ago challenging the law, which
tripled individual contribution limits to
$6,900 in House races and lifted caps on par-
ty cash when candidates spent more than
$350,000 out-of-pocket.  

The case now goes back to a lower court
and to the Federal Election Commission,
whose recently confirmed nominees must
agree on what the ruling means for cam-
paigns. 

But with the elections regulator at a stand-
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By David M. Drucker
ROLL CALL STAFF

It’s a good time to be a Democrat.
That might be why so many Democratic

House candidates are willing to wager mil-
lions of dollars of their own money on win-
ning solid Republican seats against GOP in-

cumbents whose only sin is, well, being a
Republican.

The latest wealthy, long-shot Democrat to
promise an upset is Tulsa technology com-
pany CEO Georgianna Oliver, who is vow-
ing to oust Rep. John Sullivan (R-Okla.) in
the overwhelmingly conservative 1st district

by perhaps spending in excess of $1 million
of her own money.

“All I can tell you is what she told me, and
that is that the  money will be there. So I be-
lieve she has a very strong commitment,”
said Don Hoover, Oliver’s media consultant.

See OKLAHOMA, page 12
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A Game Changer?
The Supreme Court’s decision last week to throw out the “Millionaires’Amendment” to the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of
2002 could change the dynamic in certain House races. Here is a look at some of the races where millionaire candidates have
already seeded their campaigns or are poised to do so. The figures include what the candidates have already spent this cycle on
primaries and, in the case of Jim Oberweis, a special election.

Self Contributions/
District Millionaire Loans Opponent

Alabama’s 2nd Jay Love (R) $349,000 Harri Anne Smith (R)*

Colorado’s 2nd Jared Polis (D) 603,000 Two Democratic primary opponents

Connecticut’s 4th Jim Himes (D) 13,000 Rep. Christopher Shays (R)

Florida’s 16th Gayle Harrell (R) 30,000 Two Republican primary opponents

Florida’s 16th Tom Rooney (R) 25,000 Two Republican primary opponents

Florida’s 16th Hal Valeche (R) 250,000 Two Republican primary opponents

Florida’s 18th Annette Taddeo (D) 180,000 Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R)

Idaho’s 1st Walt Minnick (D) 110,000 Rep. Bill Sali (R)

Illinois’ 8th Steve Greenberg (R) 89,000 Rep. Melissa Bean (D)

Illinois’ 11th Martin Ozinga (R) 0 Debbie Halvorson (D)

Illinois’ 14th Jim Oberweis (R) 4,620,000 Rep. Bill Foster (D)

Louisiana’s 4th Chris Gorman (R) 257,000 Three Republican primary opponents

Minnesota’s 1st Brian Davis (R) 83,000 Dick Day (R)**

Missouri’s 9th Blaine Luektemeyer (R) 0 Several Republican primary opponents

Missouri’s 9th Bob Onder (R) 250,000 Several Republican primary opponents

New Mexico’s 2nd Harry Teague (D) 687,000 Ed Tinsley (R)

New Mexico’s 2nd Ed Tinsley (R) 235,000 Harry Teague (D)

New York’s 20th Sandy Treadwell (R) 949,000 Rep. Kirsten Gillibrand (D)

New York’s 26th Jack Davis (D) 0 Three Democratic primary opponents

Oregon’s 5th Mike Erickson (R) 591,000 Kurt Schrader (D)

Pennsylvania’s 10th Chris Hackett (R) 930,000 Rep. Christopher Carney (D)

South Carolina’s 1st Linda Ketner (D) 350,000 Rep. Henry Brown (R)

Texas’ 7th Michael Skelly (D) 40,000 Rep. John Culberson (R) 

Texas’ 10th Larry Joe Doherty (D) 100,000 Rep. Michael McCaul (R)
* Republican runoff; ** Republican primary; Numbers are rounded. Source: Federal Election Commission
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