
bratory, four-day convention, it will arrive
with the hope that its newfound Congression-
al majorities could be expanded, and, for the
first time in nearly a decade, the White House
is in reach with the candidacy of Sen. Barack
Obama (D-Ill.).

“This is our most unified convention,”
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) said “Go-
ing into it, there is a sense of seriousness and
purpose at hand. Almost every Democrat, no
matter who they supported in the primary
initially, believes that a Bush-McCain pres-
idency and four more years of those policies
would be a disaster, and I’m not being hy-
perbolic, for the country.” 

“There’s a much greater degree of confi-
dence than four years ago,” House Majori-
ty Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) said. “Peo-
ple want to see change ... there’s a lot of op-
timism and a lot of energy.”

The convention begins in earnest this af-
ternoon when the opening gavel falls in the
Pepsi Center and concludes Thursday night
when Obama accepts the Democratic nom-
ination for president before a crowd of more
than 70,000 people at Invesco Field. Over
the next four days, convention-goers will
hear numerous speeches from the party’s
most prominent players, engage in a few pol-
icy discussions, hit the fundraising circuit
and revel in the formal kickoff of the 2008
general election campaign.  

None of those activities are a break from
the norm, but in the eyes of party leaders,
they will have a far different vibe from re-
cent years. Democrats say they believe the
electorate has tired of the past eight years of
President Bush’s presidency and a Congress
dominated by the GOP until just two years
ago. And, Democrats say, they also have had
an awakening as a party that got too com-
fortable in the minority and didn’t do enough
to fight a highly successful Republican cam-

paign machine.
“They are always good on tactics,” said

Schumer, the chairman of the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee. “We’ve
learned. The idea that we should be above
the fray and not engaged in this dogfight —
that’s over.” 

Sen. Ken Salazar (D-Colo.), who will play
host to delegates in town for the week, said
he believed Democrats have the chance this
week to answer a pressing question facing
voters: “Had enough?”

Bringing it home, Salazar said, “People in
Colorado and in the West are of the view that
we need to have a new beginning, we need
to turn the page, we need change. I think
that’s the kind of candidacy Barack Obama
brings to the presidency, and that’s the mes-
sage we will see at the national convention.” 

Salazar, among the growing number of
Democratic moderates making up Con-
gress, arrived in the Senate with Obama in
2004. At the time, the duo — one Hispanic
and the other African-American — were
dubbed part of a diverse Democratic dream
team representing the party’s best chance for
Senate gains that year.

Obama is making moderate voters a ma-
jor target in his campaign and particularly
this week with the host city being in an area
of the country that’s increasingly fertile
ground for Democrats. Obama’s plotted a
wide-reaching strategy to campaign hard in
Western states such as Montana and Alaska,
which were typically ignored by Democra-
tic presidential hopefuls.

Sen. Ben Nelson (D-Neb.), an outspoken
moderate, said Obama’s approach is wise
because unless Democrats embrace moder-
ates and independents, they will fall short of
achieving their goals next year. The chal-
lenges of withdrawing from Iraq, turning the
economy around and reforming health care
are too great and expectations for Democra-
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Denver by the Numbers
Convention Facts

Hotels hosting convention delegates and visitors: 100

Hotel rooms booked in Denver for convention week: 17,000

Percentage of delegation hotels that are within walking distance of the Pepsi Center or 

accessible by public transportation: 80

Countries represented by journalists attending and covering the convention: 130

Registered convention volunteers: 21,000

Foreign dignitaries invited by the National Democratic Institute: 300

“Convention Conversations” public forum attendees in Denver, Pueblo, Boulder and 

Lakewood, Colo., Las Vegas and Salt Lake City: 750

Percentage increase of readership of the Democratic National Convention Committee 

Web site, DemConvention.com, since January: 40 

Middle and high school students who submitted entries for the “Write to Lead” youth 

essay contest sponsored by the DNCC: 1,200

Years since Denver hosted its first Democratic National Convention: 100 

The Delegates

Largest delegation: 503 (California)

Smallest delegation: 13 (American Samoa)

Democrats Abroad: 23 (12 countries)

Longest travel time to the convention: 22 hours (Guam)

Denver

Size rank, among metropolitan areas in the United States: 20th

Rank, number of office and retail spaces in downtown area: 10th

Average number of days of sunshine per year: 300

Average high temperature in August: 85 degrees

Average afternoon humidity in August: 35 percent

Figures are approximate or estimates; Source: Democratic National Convention Committee

Democratic National Convention 
Floor Speakers for Monday

The theme of today’s program is “One Nation”; gavel open: 3 p.m. (MDT).

Prime-time speaker: Michelle Obama, wife of presumptive Democratic presidential 

nominee Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.)

Other speakers: 

• Speaker Nancy Pelosi (Calif.)

• Sen. Claire McCaskill (Mo.)

• Sen. Amy Klobuchar (Minn.)

• Former President Jimmy Carter

• Maya Soetero-Ng, sister of Barack Obama, and Craig Robinson, 

older brother of Michelle Obama

• Jerry Kellman, mentor and longtime friend of Barack Obama

• Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. (Ill.)

• Former Rep. Lee Hamilton (Ind.)

• Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan

• Illinois State Comptroller Dan Hynes

• Illinois State Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias

• Chicago City Clerk Miguel del Valle

• Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper

• Miami Mayor Manny Diaz

• Illinois Service Employees International Union President Tom Balanoff 

• National Education Association President Reg Weaver

• American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten

• NARAL Pro-Choice America President Nancy Keenan

Convention program includes a tribute to Sen. Edward Kennedy (Mass.); 

gavel close: 9 p.m. MDT. 

Final program and speaking times were not available as of press time. 

tic delivery are high, he said.
“I think people will unite behind him be-

cause he would be a president who will pur-
sue consensus rather than conflict,” Nelson
said. “He will listen and bring people togeth-
er and get people working for all Americans
again.” 

Unlike recent years, Democrats say they
are on the same page when it comes to the
party’s priorities. While they are far from
achieving unanimity on all aspects of the
agenda, Democrats believe they are closer
than they have been for many years and have
put aside the infighting of the past. That uni-
ty will likely be critical next year if the par-
ty sweeps to power and no longer has Re-
publicans to blame for failing to deliver. 

“There’s no doubt this next Congress,
quite possibly, will be the most difficult in
which I will have served,” Hoyer said.
“There are challenges, both international
and domestic. This administration has put
America in a very bad place.” 

Hoyer added: “It’s going to be tough, but
I think we can do it.”

“I think we know what we have to do on
major issues,” Salazar said, adding that De-
mocrats have a “game plan” on Iraq, ener-
gy and the economy, and a general path for
health care. “I do think we can achieve re-
sults,” he said.

Both in policy and politics, the Democ-
rats have learned hard lessons over the past
eight years. In 2000, then-Vice President Al
Gore was defeated by then-Gov. George W.
Bush after a controversial recount in Flori-
da led to a Supreme Court ruling that tipped
the presidency to the GOP. In 2004, the De-
mocratic presidential hopeful, Sen. John
Kerry (Mass.), narrowly lost to incumbent
President Bush. 

This year offered continued political drama
for Democrats, who battled fiercely for more
than a year over who should serve as their stan-
dard-bearer. As votes were cast in the final pri-
mary elections in early June, Obama narrow-
ly prevailed over Sen. Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton (D-N.Y.), who was viewed as the certain
nominee for much of the past two years.

Some of the hangover between Clinton
and Obama’s rivalry remains, but even so,

party leaders contend they have found the
antidote that will allay any remaining bitter-
ness. Clinton will be at the podium at the
Pepsi Center on Tuesday night to deliver the
night’s headline address, and two days lat-
er, her delegates will be able to show public
support as her name is put in nomination
alongside Obama’s. Later that night, De-
mocrats are expected to come together be-
hind one candidate when they gather to hear
the first-term Illinois Senator accept the
nomination. 

While acknowledging that Clinton’s sup-
porters have reason to mourn, having missed
a chance to see the first female presidential
nominee, Democrats say they have confi-
dence voters have a greater appreciation for
the duo’s similarities than they do their dif-
ferences. They also believe that so long as
Obama and Clinton put aside their rivalry in
a public way this week, so too will their one-
time primary supporters.

“The goal here is to unite the party and
bring everyone together,” Nelson said. “If
it’s necessary to make the millions of voters
who supported Hillary Clinton feel those ef-
forts were not in vain, that it was a ground-
breaking campaign, well then it’s worth do-
ing it.” 

This week’s convention will mark the last
major step for the Democrats as they head into
the final leg of what’s been a two-year presi-
dential campaign. Republicans will follow
with their convention next week in Min-
neapolis-St. Paul. And by holding their event
second, they are hoping to blunt any boost the
Democrats are likely to gain from Denver.

But as Obama commands the national
spotlight to make his most vocal case yet to
persuade voters to select him over his rival,
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), Democrats be-
lieve they will close out the week with an
unpenetrable advantage. 

Asked what success would look like come
Friday, Schumer said: “Democrats go out
completely unified, but most importantly
with the public understanding what we know
about Barack Obama — that he understands
their plight and has a concrete program and
concrete set of ideas that will make their lives
better. That’s the key.” 


