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peared to be in serious jeopardy with just
over two weeks to go until the Nov. 4 elec-
tions, as this new survey found the incum-
bent trailing Minnick, 51 percent to 45 per-
cent, with 4 percent undecided.

In the Republican bastion of Wyoming, for-
mer state Treasurer Cynthia Lummis (R) led
Internet entrepreneur Gary Trauner (D) 50
percent to 44 percent, with 2 percent unde-
cided and 4 percent supporting the Libertar-
ian candidate. Rep. Barbara Cubin (R), whom
Trauner nearly defeated in 2006, is retiring.

The poll memo prepared by SurveyUSA
for the data it collected in Idaho’s 1st district
described the race for that seat as “tough
sledding” for Sali. The results of the survey
suggest that Minnick’s commanding posi-
tion has more to do with voters’ negative
view of Sali than any other factor.

The poll memo compiled for the
Wyoming survey indicates Lummis has the
edge, while suggesting that attorney David
Herbert, the Libertarian candidate, could be
a wildcard and noting that Trauner is run-
ning 7 points ahead of Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.). Pos-
sibly boosting Lummis is President Bush’s
relatively solid 42 percent job-approval rat-
ing — much higher than it is nationally and
in several other red states.

The Idaho poll rested on a sample of 613
likely voters; the Wyoming poll used a sam-
ple of 604 likely voters. Each survey had an
error margin of 4 points.

For Sali, the problems are acute, and as-
sailing him from several directions, with the
numbers suggesting that the freshman Con-
gressman is his own worst enemy.

Despite the fact that Republican presiden-
tial nominee Sen. John McCain (Ariz.) led
Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) in Idaho’s 1st
district, 57 percent to 37 percent, Sali not
only trailed Minnick in the horse race, his
net favorable rating was the same as Oba-
ma’s: minus-14. The survey found Sali’s fa-
vorable/unfavorable rating to be 33 per-
cent/47 percent, and revealed Obama’s to be
37 percent/51 percent.

Conversely, Minnick’s net favorable 
rating was a solid plus-22 — the same as
McCain’s. The poll showed Minnick’s 
favorable/unfavorable rating to be 45 percent/
23 percent, and McCain’s to be 53 percent/
31 percent. 

Furthering the narrative that Minnick’s
position in the lead might be more a func-
tion of Sali’s negatives than the Republican
Party’s problems nationally, the GOP was
still seen as “best equipped to handle the
economy” in this poll by a margin of 54 per-
cent to 37 percent.

Among the survey’s additional findings:
Bush’s approval rating in the district was 35
percent, with 56 percent disapproving; Con-
gress’ approval rating is an abysmal 9 per-
cent, with 78 disapproving — the lowest in
any poll conducted for Roll Call this year.

Fifty-threepercent of those polled said the
economy was the issue they are most con-
cerned about.Immigration was a distant sec-
ond, with 12 percent saying they were most
concerned about that issue.

Financially, Minnick’s wealth alone has
swamped the Idaho Republican. 

Sali had raised $887,000 for the election
cycle as of Sept. 30, reporting just $202,000
on hand and $137,000 in campaign debt to
close the third quarter. Minnick had raised
$1.6 million for the cycle as of the end of
September, which included more than
$700,000 of his own money. Minnick closed
the third quarter with $177,000 on hand and
$300,000 in campaign debt.

Minnick’s deep pockets, and Sali’s pen-
chant for controversy, appear to have helped
the Democrat make headway with Republi-
cans and conservatives. 

In the poll, Minnick’s supporters included
20 percent of those who described themselves
as conservative, 23 percent of those who had
a favorable opinion of McCain, 20 percent of
those described themselves as registered Re-
publican, and 50 percent of those who they
were most concerned about the economy.

In Wyoming, Trauner was only 6 points
back — 50 percent to 44 percent — accord-
ing to poll numbers culled over the week-
end. That’s not bad considering that Obama
trailed McCain by 21 points, 58 percent to
37 percent. But in a solidly Mountain West
state that is home to Vice President Cheney,
not bad might not be good enough.

Lummis led among most key voter demo-
graphics, and was not far behind in others.
Among men she led by 12 points, 53 per-
cent to 41 percent; among women she trailed
by just 1 point, 47 percent to 46 percent;
among voters 18-34 years old she led 47 per-
cent to 44 percent; among voters ages 50-64
she trailed by 6 points, 50 percent to 44 per-
cent; and among voters 65 years old and up
she led by 8 points, 51 percent to 43 percent.

Trauner was ahead rather significantly
among independents (46 percent to 41 per-
cent) and self-described moderates (62 per-
cent to 33 percent),and he did relatively well

with survey respondents who described
themselves as conservative (17 percent) and
those who said they have a favorable opin-
ion of McCain (19 percent).

The survey found Lummis and Trauner to
have similar, plus-6 favorable/unfavorable rat-
ings, with the Republican garnering a 41 per-
cent favorable/35 percent unfavorable rating,
and the Democrat receiving a 42 percent 
favorable/36 percent unfavorable rating. 

However, Trauner clearly outperformed
Obama, who had a net minus-15 favorable
rating, while Lummis fell short of McCain’s
net plus-25 rating. Obama’s favorable/unfa-
vorable rating was 38 percent/53 percent,
with McCain coming in at 56 percent favor-
able/31 percent unfavorable.

Additionally, two other new polls show
Trauner leading by 1 point. Both an Oct. 14-
16 Research 2000 poll for Daily Kos and an
Oct. 13-14 Mason-Dixon poll for the Casper
Star-Tribune had Trauner ahead of Lummis
44 percent to 43 percent.

Cubin, who is retiring after seven terms and

beat Trauner in 2006 by less than 1 percent
of the vote, reported a net favorable rating of
minus-30, with 23 percent giving her a posi-
tive rating and 53 percent viewing her unfa-
vorably. Still, that was better than Congress’
approval rating overall, which clocked in at
12 percent, with 75 percent disapproving.

Just like Idaho — and most of the country
— Wyoming voters are most concerned about
the economy, with 53 percent saying Congress
should focus on the issue above all else. Ter-
rorism came in a distant second at 10 percent.

Unlike most of the country, however, the
Republicans remain more trusted to handle
the economy, by a 57 percent to 36 percent
margin. This information could provide the
most useful clue as to why Lummis is lead-
ing in the poll.

Among the 57 percent who gave Repub-
licans higher marks on the economy, 88 per-
cent of them preferred Lummis. Lummis
even picked up the support of 36 percent of
those who believed the Democrats are bet-
ter equipped to handle the economy.
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Conservative Districts Similar but Poll Results Differ
Mixed Views From the Mountain West

Two similar districts, but markedly different results. SurveyUSA polls taken exclu-
sively for Roll Call in two House districts in the Mountain West show many of the
same trends when it comes to the presidential election, approval ratings for
President Bush and Congress, and voters’ opinions on issues. But in the House
races, there are striking differences. In Idaho’s 1st district, Rep. Bill Sali (R) is in
danger of losing. But in the race for Wyoming’s open at-large district, Republicans
are favored to hold the seat — though not as comfortably as they would like.

Idaho’s 1st district 
Congressional race Overall Conservative Moderate Liberal

Walt Minnick (D) 51% 21% 80% 94%

Rep. Bill Sali (R) 45 75 16 5

Undecided 4 3 4 1

Presidential race

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) 57%

Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) 37

Other 4

Undecided 3
SurveyUSA poll of 613 likely voters taken Saturday and Sunday for Roll Call. It had a 4-point margin of error.

Wyoming’s at-large
Congressional race Overall Conservative Moderate Liberal

Cynthia Lummis (R) 50% 76% 33% 10%

Gary Trauner (D) 44 17 62 83

W. David Herbert (Libertarian) 4 5 3 5

Presidential race

McCain 58%

Obama 37

Other 3

Undecided 2
SurveyUSA poll of 604 likely voters taken Saturday and Sunday for Roll Call. It had a 4-point margin of error.
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The wife of Rep. Tim Mahoney (D-Fla.)
filed for divorce on Monday, according to
the Associated Press. 

Terry Mahoney’s actions follow allega-
tions that began trickling out last Monday
that detailed the lawmaker’s payment of
$121,000 to a former staffer to stay quiet
about their soured affair. Last Friday, Ma-
honey came clean about the affair with the

staffer — and another with a local Florida
official — but hinted that the procession of
former lovers is unlikely to stop at two. 

“I don’t know what other women are go-
ing to come out,” Mahoney said at a press
conference last Friday. 

Terry Mahoney appeared at her hus-
band’s side when he held a press conference
following the original report of his affair
with a former staffer. The wealthy lawmak-
er — worth at least $3.5 million, according

to financial disclosure statements — is in
his first term and is now an underdog for re-
election. 

The House Committee on Standards and
Official Conduct announced Friday that it is
investigating Mahoney, likely over allega-
tions that he funneled campaign money to
the staffer, a charge he denies.

Mahoney’s Wife Files for Divorce

File Photo

Adding to his problems, Rep. Tim 
Mahoney is now facing a divorce. 
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Wealthy Democrat Walt Minnick is
leading in the Idaho House race poll.


