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Anne Northup narrowly defeated a fresh-
man Democrat in 1996 to win her first term
in Congress, but the onetime Republican
Member likely won’t repeat history this year
in her attempt to oust first-term Rep. John
Yarmuth (D-Ky.). 

A political neophyte in 2006, Yarmuth
beat Northup, a five-term Member, in the
competitive 3rd district by tying the Repub-
lican to the unpopular Bush administration.
Yarmuth is going back to the basics in his
re-election campaign, trying to tie Northup
to President Bush yet again.  

“It’s not something we have to work hard
to do. A vote for Anne Northup is a vote for
two more years of Bush policies,” Yarmuth
campaign spokesman Christopher Hartman
said.  

Although Republicans initially had high
hopes for the rematch, Yarmuth’s message
seems to be working. He has held a consis-
tent lead, with polls indicating he could win
by a larger margin than his 51 percent to 
48 percent victory in 2006. 

A perennial Democratic target while in
Congress, Northup developed a reputation as

a tough campaigner and able fundraiser. She
spent $1.2 million more than Yarmuth in
2006 and outraised the Democrat in this
year’s first quarter. But with the aidof incum-
bency, Yarmuth came back and leads his op-
ponent in the money race.According to Fed-
eral Election Commission data, Yarmuth had
spent almost $1.7 million as of Oct. 15 and
had $435,000 in cash on hand. Northup spent
$1.2 million and had $469,000 in the bank.

Yarmuth has focused on his first-term ac-
complishments and made Northup’s cam-
paign a mandate on Bush, but other political 
factors in the Bluegrass State are playing to
the Democrat’s favor.

Northup’s political mentor, Senate Mi-
nority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), is
locked in his own razor-thin re-election cam-
paign and has not been able to stump for his
protégé in Louisville. Democrats won back
the governor’s mansion in 2007 after a four-
year break, and Democratic presidential
candidate Sen. Barack Obama’s (Ill.) cam-
paign efforts in southern Indiana, including
portions that share the Louisville media mar-
ket, have provided a small boost for Democ-
rats in Yarmuth’s district. 

Yarmuth has touted his vote to expand the
State Children’s Health Insurance Program,
which Bush vetoed and Northup has vocal-
ly criticized, and his support to broaden vet-
eran’s benefits under a 21st-century GI bill. 

Northup, meanwhile, is heavily criticiz-
ing Yarmuth’s vote for the $700 billion eco-
nomic rescue package and highlighting the
special projects that she advocated for the
district during her 10 years on the Appropri-
ations Committee. 

“John is a big-government guy, and I think
there’s a little buyer’s remorse out there,”
Northup spokesman Ted Jackson said.

Jackson noted that even with more De-
mocrats in Congress, a likely scenario after
Election Day, Northup could wield more in-
fluence for the district than her opponent.

“She’s been assured she’d have a seat on

the Appropriations Committee, and even if
you’re in the minority, that’s where the ac-
tion is,” Jackson said.

But Northup’s message runs counter to the
anti-earmark sentiment that has played out in
the presidential race, especially from Repub-
lican nominee Sen. John McCain’s (Ariz.)
campaign, and Yarmuth’s camp is painting
Northup as an out-of-touch conservative in a
district that swung for the Democratic presi-
dential nominees in 2000 and 2004. 

The 3rd district is the most liberal and eth-
nically diverse in a reliably conservative
state. The district includes Louisville, a
strong union town home to a Ford Motor Co.
auto plant, and most of Jefferson County.
Fifty-nine percent of registered voters are
Democrats, compared with 32 percent who
are Republicans, and nearly one in five are
African-American. The latter statistic could
prove even more helpful for Yarmuth this
year with Obama at the top of the ticket.

Northup also finds herself in the spot of
the uphill challenger just 18 months after los-
ing to then-Gov. Ernie Fletcher (R) in the
2007 Republican gubernatorial primary.
Though Fletcher was plagued with charges
of corruption going into his re-election bid,
Northup was criticized by some party insid-
ers for attempting to oust the sitting Repub-
lican governor. Northup handily won Jeffer-

son County with 66 percent, but she lost
statewide to Fletcher, 50 percent to 37 per-
cent. Fletcher went on to lose to Democrat
Steve Beshear in the general election.  

“This is someone who lost [re-election] in
2006. She’s running a third time in two years,
and I think she’s going to lose a third time,”
Kentucky Democratic Party Chairwoman
Jennifer Moore said. 

Challenging the GOP incumbent gover-
nor “created some disruptions, probably in
the Republican Party itself,” but University
of Kentucky political science professor Don-
ald Gross said party leaders are also distract-
ed this year by the surprisingly close race for
McConnell, the godfather of the state GOP. 

“I think she’s still suffering from deciding
to run for governor, but McConnell also 
isn’t around to help,” Gross said. “He’s got
his own hide to care about. It’s tough for him,
and he knows he might lose.”

Jackson, Northup’s spokesman, said the
campaign has not sought McConnell’s help
this cycle. Instead, it has focused on
Northup’s years in Congress, and Jackson
remains optimistic that Northup will topple
the freshman Democrat on Tuesday. 

“We want people to remember what it was
like for Anne to represent this district for 10
years,” he said. “She clearly represents the
majority view of this district. John does not.” 
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Kentucky Rematch Is
Looking Like a Repeat

group except among seniors, where the two
candidates were tied. The survey of 587 like-
ly voters had a 4-point error margin. 

The Bowling Green-based 2nd district,
represented for eight terms by retiring Rep.
Ron Lewis (R), voted overwhelmingly for
President Bush in 2000 and 2004, and the poll
showed in several ways in which Guthrie has
the advantage heading into Election Day.

Although the district has more enrolled De-
mocrats than Republicans, they tend to be
very conservative. And unlike other conser-
vative districts in the South where Democrats
are making a play, the 2nd district does not
have a significant African-American popula-
tion to bolster the Democrats’chances.

Thirty-nine percent of 2nd district voters 
said they approved of Bush’s job perform-
ance — a significantly higher number than
his national approval rating of 25 percent.
And in a presidential trial heat,Sen. John Mc-
Cain (R-Ariz.) led Sen. Barack Obama (D-
Ill.) 62 percent to 35 percent in the district.

In another indication of the Republican
leanings among voters in the district, six in
10 had a favorable view of the exiting Lewis
— even though the Congressman unsuc-
cessfully maneuveredto ensure that his chief
of staff would succeed him in office. Three-

quarters of the voters who had a favorable
opinion of Lewis said they would vote for
Guthrie, who has represented the Bowling
Green area in the state Senate since 1998.

Thirty-one percent of Democratic voters in
the district signaled they would vote for the
Republican Congressional candidate on Elec-
tion Day. Asked which party would do a bet-
ter job of handling the economy, 53 percent of
the poll respondents said the Republicans,
compared with 41 percent for the Democrats.
That’s the opposite of national polling trends.

Once Lewis announced his retirement
plans, the Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee saw a pickup opportunity
in the 2nd district and added Boswell to its
“Red to Blue” fundraising and infrastructure 
program in September. 

Through Oct. 23, the DCCC had poured
$816,000 into the district, but Boswell has
not proved an able fundraiser compared to
Guthrie. House Majority Leader Steny Hoy-
er (Md.) headlined an event in the district 
earlier this week to help the Democratic un-
derdog. Guthrie has raised $1.1 million this
cycle, compared with $675,000 for Boswell.

The DCCC also released an internal poll
this week that showed Boswell leading
Guthrie 47 percent to 41 percent.

The National Republican Congressional

Committee recruited Guthrie after Lewis an-
nounced in January that he was stepping
down. Lewis attempted to anoint a longtime
aide as his successor, but the Republican es-

tablishment — including both Kentucky
Senators — backed Guthrie’s bid.

Lewis had his closest re-election race last
cycle, taking 55 percent of the vote.
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Despite the GOP’s high hopes, the rematch of Democratic Rep. John Yarmuth and
former GOP Rep. Anne Northup appears to be headed in the Democrat’s direction.

Bluegrass Stakes: GOP Stronghold in the 2nd District?
Democrats hope to pick up retiring Rep. Ron Lewis’ (R) seat in Kentucky, but the
district remains a Republican stronghold. Even though the Democratic candidate,
state Sen. David Boswell, is close to the Republican, state Sen. Brett Guthrie, the
district’s conservative fundamentals may be too tough for him — or any Democrat
— to crack.

Congressional election All Conservative Moderate Liberal

Brett Guthrie (R) 53% 78% 38% 20%

David Boswell (D) 43 18 58 79

Undecided 4 4 4 2

Presidential election All Conservative Moderate Liberal

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) 62% 87% 47% 19%

Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) 35 12 48 78

Other 2 1 2 2

Undecided 2 1 3 1

Favorable Unfavorable Neutral No Opinion

Retiring Rep. Ron Lewis (R) 60% 20% 17% 3%
Source: SurveyUSA poll of 587 likely voters conducted Oct. 27-28 for Roll Call and 

WHAS-TV in Louisville. It had a 4-point error margin. Numbers have been rounded.

District Has Conservative Lean; GOP Enjoys Edge


