
Congressman has often found himself at
the center of discussions on race and pol-
itics, and he’s been generally successful.
One notable misstep came in early 2007
when he received flak for expressing an in-
terest in joining the CBC. He backed away
from the idea after it became clear that
Caucus rules made him ineligible.

As the election cycle
has progressed, two
prominent CBC mem-
bers have come out for
Cohen. Rep. Jesse Jack-
son Jr. (D-Ill.) and
House Judiciary Chair-
man John Conyers (D-
Mich.) have both cut ra-
dio ads for Cohen’s
campaign.

In the past fundrais-
ing quarter, three white
Members — Democrat-
ic Caucus Vice Chair-
man John Larson
(Conn.), Oversight and
Government Reform
Chairman Henry Wax-
man (D-Calif.) and Rep.

Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.) — have cut checks to
Cohen.

Meanwhile, CBC Executive Director Joe
Leonard said earlier this spring that the CBC

as a whole would not make an endorsement
in the Aug. 7 primary. 

If Cohen couldn’t get the CBC to offi-
cially line up behind his campaign, hav-
ing the organization on the sidelines was
the best that the Congressman could have
hoped for. That makes the $5,000 check
to Tinker from the CBC political action
committee last month even more interest-
ing. 

“I thought they were” staying out of the
race, Cohen said on Friday. 

CBC spokeswoman Keiana Barrett said
the caucus still has not made any official
endorsement in the 9th district race and
that the CBC’s PAC is run by “a separate
board and a separate organization in its en-
tirety.” 

Cohen said that he doubts the donation
from the CBC’s political arm was an idea
that came from the committee as a whole.
“There’s several members supporting me
and I think most of the members don’t want
to get involved, so I doubt the membership
at large was responsible for this,” Cohen
said.

Cohen pointed out that the chairman of
the CBC PAC, Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
N.Y.), is a Tinker supporter.

Meeks was said to be traveling and could
not be reached for comment on Monday.

If Tinker is taking the donation as a sign
of where the CBC as a whole stands on the

primary, she’s not boasting about it.
“I appreciate the support we’ve received

from the CBC PAC,” Tinker said in an 
e-mail. “Their support will help get out our
message of change for the 9th Congression-

al District.”
But in the end, it will be Tinker’s ability

to consolidate and turn out black support on
Aug. 7 that will determine Cohen’s political
fate.
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Consolidating Black
Vote Is Tinker’s Goal

Incumbency (Usually) Pays
The chart shows second-quarter fundraising figures for House incumbents with
competitive primaries — and their challengers — starting with Tennessee’s 9th dis-
trict, where Rep. Steve Cohen (D) is fending off a challenge from lawyer Nikki
Tinker (D).

Cash 
Raised Spent on hand

Tennessee’s 9th

Steve Cohen (D) $294,000 $172,000 $727,000

Nikki Tinker (D) 90,000 71,000 247,000

Alaska’s at-large

Gabrielle LeDoux (R) 200,000 69,000 289,000

Sean Parnell (R) 266,000 84,000 208,000

Don Young (R) 109,000 252,000 461,000

Colorado’s 5th

Jeff Crank (R) 102,000 127,000 105,000

Doug Lamborn (R) 116,000 47,000 237,000

Bentley Rayburn (R) 72,000 122,000 62,000

Louisiana’s 2nd

William Jefferson (D) 46,000 1,000 102,000

Byron Lee (D) 138,000 37,000 101,000

Helena Moreno (D) 30,000 14,000 17,000

Cedric Richmond (D) 212,000 18,000 194,000

New York’s 10th

Kevin Powell (D) 36,000 21,000 20,000

Edolphus Towns (D) 265,000 87,000 381,000
Source: Federal Election Commission; incumbents are in bold; numbers have been rounded; 

list only includes candidates who raised money through June 30.

Cohen

Tinker

“If [Bush] picks a fight and conserva-
tives pick a fight, Democrats will have to
explain why they want to shut down the
government because they are so dedicated
to keeping gas prices high, keeping oil in
the ground and keeping us addicted to for-
eign oil,” said Ed Frank, vice president of
public affairs at the conservative group
Americans for Prosperity.

Frank, who worked in the Bush adminis-
tration and as a GOP Hill aide, argues a veto
would dramatically raise the profile on one
of the few issues where polls show the pub-
lic is on the side of conservatives.

Republicans could argue that “Democrats
are trying to shut down this government be-
cause they are trying to keep us reliant on oil
from Hugo Chavez and keep the price of
gasoline high,” Frank said.

Christin Baker, a spokeswoman for White
House Office of Management and Budget
Director Jim Nussle, said the president’s ac-
tion to lift the executive drilling ban puts
more pressure on Democrats.

“At this stage, though, we’re just strong-
ly urging the Democratic Congress to do
the work they were elected to do in this
term,” Baker said. “We’ll deal with Oct. 1
when it arrives. Until then, they should get
busy.”

The conservative Republican Study
Committee leadership is drafting a letter to
the Democratic leadership insisting that
any CR allow the offshore drilling ban to
expire, but the RSC has not yet urged a Bush
veto.

“Will the Democrat Congress actively ex-
tend the ban on deep sea drilling or will they
begin supporting policies that increase
American energy supply?” RSC spokesman
Brad Dayspring asked.

The last government shutdowns in 1995
and 1996 were generally seen as disastrous
for the then-new Republican majority. But
on this issue, Frank said, the public is clear-
ly on Republicans’ side.

“Seventy-five percent of the American
people agree with us on this,” he said,
adding that it will come down to whether
Republicans have the gumption to make a
stand. “If they don’t have the courage to
force a showdown on this, I don’t know
when they will.”

Any shutdown would presumably force
the Democratic Congress to stay in town
to resolve the crisis when they would
rather be home campaigning, putting
enormous pressure on lawmakers to reach
a deal.

But a Democratic leadership aide said Re-
publican incumbents are in far more danger
this year than Democrats and will be the
most eager to be campaigning. The aide also
dismissed talk of a veto.

“I just do not think it is realistic that a lame-
duck president is going to shut down the gov-
ernment over this issue,” the aide said.
“That’s wishful thinking on somebody’s
part.”

The ramifications of a government shut-
down — stalled checks and the like — would
quickly overwhelm the drilling issue, the
aide said. “They are going to be more pissed
about that than the price at the pump.”

Democrats have already signaled that they
have no intention of moving any appropria-
tions bills before the Sept. 30 end of the fis-
cal year with the exception of the Defense
spending bill. That strategy allows them to
postpone offshore drilling votes, which are
usually held on a long-standing rider to the
Interior bill.

Republicans said that their presumed

presidential nominee Sen. John McCain
(Ariz.) may not want to have such a high-
profile role for an unpopular Bush so close
to the election but that he may want to gam-
ble on the strategy if he continues to lag in
polls.

“When you get closer to election day,
McCain may need a Hail Mary,” one pro-
drilling GOP strategist said. “If we’re go-
ing to go for a Hail Mary with 30 days to
go, why not do it with something that is one
of the most pressing issues in the eyes of
the American people in recent memory? ...
If the president is worth his salt on his way
out the door he won’t sign any bill that does
continue the ban.”

Democrats aimed a counterattack at Re-
publicans, arguing they are beholden to the
oil and gas industry and are blocking efforts
to increase production on already leased
land.

“The most interesting thing about Sept.
30 is that it is another campaign finance fil-
ing deadline, and therefore another oppor-
tunity for the American people to see the
real reason why John McCain and Con-
gressional Republicans suddenly support
offshore drilling instead of forcing oil com-
panies to drill on the land they already hold
leases to,” said Sarah Feinberg, spokes-
woman for House Democratic Caucus
Chairman Rahm Emanuel (Ill.). “John 
McCain has already received $1 million in
campaign cash from oil companies — how
much will he and the Republican leader-
ship have received by Sept. 30?”

Another House Democratic leadership
aide predicted that their strategy would de-
pend increasingly on what presumptive De-
mocratic nominee Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.)
wants to do, noting that Obama leads 
McCain in the polls on economic issues.

Veto Showdown Could Yield Shutdown
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