
Presidential Candidates Eager for Health Debate
Clinton and Obama Offering Different Paths to Universal Coverage

By Daniel Heim
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Once the Democratic presidential race nar-
rowed to a two-person contest, the campaign
became a debate mostly over style and per-

sonality rather than sub-
stance and policy differ-
ences.

But health care is one is-
sue where Sens. Barack
Obama (Ill.) and Hillary
Rodham Clinton (N.Y.)

are offering two distinct visions of the policy
course they would follow.

Although Clinton’s 1993 single-payer pro-
posal is off the table, she still offers a more ex-
pansive health care plan than Obama. Both
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McCain’s Plan: Tax Breaks and Enhanced Portability
By Alison McSherry
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Policy debates are often drowned out by the
din of a presidential campaign, but the topic

of health care is likely to hold a prominent
place in both the Republican and Democratic
nominees’ rhetoric and strategies. 

Sen. John McCain (Ariz.), the presumptive

Republican nominee, has presented a plan that
he says will make health care more accessible
to the masses, without creating large new gov-
ernment programs or mandates.

In a recent speech delivered at the Uni-
versity of South Florida, McCain told a
crowd peppered with doctors and nurses
from the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center &
Research Institute that “health care in
America should be affordable by all, not just
the wealthy. It should be available to all, and
not limited by where you work or how much
you make.”

McCain’s campaign declined to answer
questions about the candidate’s health care
plans.

But the Senator’s speeches and campaign
Web site show that the crux of McCain’s health
care plan centers on helping consumers afford
insurance, rather than having the government
provide it. The Arizona Senator believes that
nationalizing health care would “replace the
inefficiency, irrationality and uncontrolled

candidates want to create a government insur-
ance plan available to all and ban insurance
companies from denying anyone coverage.
But Clinton mandates that every American
have some form of health insurance. Obama’s
plan mandates only that children get covered.

In debates, Clinton has charged that Oba-
ma’s lack of mandates would leave 15 million

Americans uninsured. Obama responds that
his opponent would garnish wages from poor
workers who can’t afford health care.

“Barack Obama believes that the reason
people don’t have health care is that they can’t
afford it, not that they need to be forced to buy
it,” Obama’s campaign said in a written re-
sponse to questions, echoing a line the candi-

date uses on the campaign trail.
Clinton counters that insuring everyone is

the best way to reduce costs because it creates
a shared pool of risk and guarantees that peo-
ple don’t game the system by waiting until
they get sick to apply for insurance.

“The only way you get universal coverage is
See DEMOCRATS, page 22

See MCCAIN, page 22

SEN. BARACK OBAMA:

• Offers one public insur-
ance plan similar to what
federal employees receive

• Establishes an ex-
change that analyzes private
plans and advises the public

• Mandates only that
children be insured

• Subsidizes insurance
costs

SEN. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:

• Offers two public 
insurance plans — one
similar to what federal 
employees receive and a
more basic option

• Mandates that every
American be insured

• Subsidizes insurance
costs

SEN. JOHN MCCAIN:

• Offers to make health
care more affordable rather
than having the government
provide it

• Would offer refundable
tax credits to help Ameri-
cans pay for coverage

• Wants insurance to be
portable from job to job
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